Update of Transition to Weekly Homework Assignments 

Dear Parents/Guardians,


The first reading blog assignment will be due this Friday, August 30th on our reading blog website: http://kidblog.org/MrsStudivans3rdGradeGifted/. A link to the site can also be found on our class website. Students have been taught how to get to their blogs and what their blog should look like. Also, see below:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paragraph 1: What has happened in your story? (Summary including who, what, when, where, why)

*Example: First...

                 Then....

                 Also,....

                 Finally.......

Paragraph 2: Include any questions, comments, and thoughts you had while reading.

*Example: How could the boy have lost his dog when his dog was on a leash? (question)

*Example: I wonder why Max was so mean. (thought)

*Example: This chapter reminded me of a time when I.... (thought)

*Example: It was really funny in the story when..... (comment)
***At least 4 sentences in EACH paragraph of your blog.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Students will also have their first current event assignment due this Friday, August 30th. I am attaching a guide to be followed for the first current event. For following weeks, however, students will be typing or writing their current events in paragraph format. They should include 2 paragraphs. Paragraph one is an overview of the article and paragraph 2 explains why the article is important for a 3rd grade to know about. Each paragraph must be at least 5 sentences. Students also have to pick out 3 new vocabulary words they did not know and define them. See attached guidelines for current event and rubric. 

Please contact me if you have any questions about either assignment due Friday, August, 30th and for each Friday following.

Take care,

Mrs. Lela Studivan

Mrs. Studivan’s Current Event Format

Current events are due every Friday. If we have a Friday off, they are due on Thursday instead. You have all week to complete your current events, so don’t wait until the last minute or you take a chance of not being able to find an appropriate article. Look for articles that relate to the areas being studied in class.


You can use magazines, newspapers, and even web sites (but the original or a copy of the article must be provided.) As with all assignments, your name and date should be at the top right corner of your paper and it should have a title/heading. NO WEATHER REPORTS, SPORTS, OR ENTERTAINMENT PAGES!

Here are some websites that might help:

www.timeforkids.com
www.discovery.com
www.tcpalm.com
www.sciencenews.org
www.sciencedaily.com
www.nsta.org
______________________________________________________________________________

Assignment Content
	Write a summary of at least one paragraph answering the 5 W’s.

The “five W’s” are: 

-Who is the article about?

-What happened/what is the main idea in the article?

-When did this event take place?

-Where did the topic of the article or event occur?

-Why did this occur or how does this affect us?

(At least 5 sentences.)
	Then, write a separate paragraph explaining why you think this article is important to know about for a kid your age. Try to make connections between your personal experiences and the world as a whole (At least 5 sentences.)

	Then, on the back, write a list of 3 new vocabulary words found in the article and their definitions. OR you can write 3 words that were important in the article and tell why they were. These words should be highlighted in the article.
	Option to share with the class: Illustrate a scene (non-violent) from the event.


If you have a questions on your article or the format, please see me before it is due on Friday. I am happy to help in any way! Creativity in the final product is encouraged and will count as extra credit.
Current Event Guide Due August 30th, 2013
Name_________________________________

1. Pick an article from a newspaper, magazine, or the internet.

2. Cut it out and highlight 3 words you did not know. 

3. Fill out this form using information from the article chosen.

         The name of the article I chose is_________________________________________
______________________ and the author is______________________________.  The 

article is about a (who)_____________________________________________________. 

In the article (what happened)_______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________. 

The event occurred (when)__________________________________________________

in (where)_______________________________________________________________. 

I think this article was written because (why) ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________.

         This article was very interesting to read about. It is important for a kid my age 

to read about (topic of your article) _____________________________________ because_________

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Also, this article could______________________________________________________________________.

Lastly, the topics in this article are important for_________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________.  
A kid my age can learn a lot from about the world and our community by reading 
articles like this one!
**Vocabulary words that I did not know.

Word:                                                        Definition:

1.____________________________   _________________________________________________________________

2.____________________________  _________________________________________________________________

3.____________________________  _________________________________________________________________

**Highlight vocabulary words in your article. Hand in a copy of the article that you used with the whole assignment.
Name: ____________________________________
____ Copy of article included- 10 points

____ 1st paragraph (5 W’s)- 30 points

____ 2nd paragraph (why it is important)-30 points

____ 3 words explained/defined & highlighted- 20       

                                                                                    points

____ Creative final product- 5 EC points

____ Optional illustration-2 EC points
____=
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